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circumnavigate it.. Does not the very thought of it make you shudder? 
It takes little time however to cross over (then the Hudson river) — 
not only underground and in the rock or in the tunnels, but one 
hundred feet under water. 

Page 58, 1. 3: The fireman pokes the fire and the engineer watches 
every movement in the right direction! (The exclamation point is 
the author's.) 

1. 11: Did you ever hear that sharp whistle — on any French 
engine? No wonder the great Benjamin Franklin was fond of even a 
small whistle. Fancy, too, an engine without a whistle! 

Courtney Bruerton 
Dartmouth College 

FIRST SPANISH READER. By Aurelio M. Espinosa, XIII 
+ 265 pages, Sanborn & Company, 1920. 

During the last few years there has been evidence of a growing 
realization on the part of college professors of the peculiar needs 
and difficulties of school pupils and a willingness to prepare books 
especially for them. In the present volume Professor Espinosa 
has prepared a book primarily intended for use in junior high 
schools, or in the first year of high school. 

Text and exercises comprise 33 lessons, covering 149 pages. 
The amount is ample for a year's work. Both text and exercises 
are simple and well adapted to the age of the pupils. Teachers 
who like to have the grammar lessons given and discussed in 
Spanish will find here the necessary vocabulary as well as a series 
of questions in Spanish upon the points of grammar taken up. 
A section of 26 pages is devoted to a series of English passages 
for translation into Spanish. There is a good verb appendix and 
an unusually complete and helpful vocabulary. There are good 
maps and illustrations and the general make-up of the page — 
with its clear type and good paper — deserves special commenda- 
tion. 

In the exercises, one is impressed by the practical value of 
those given on pages 137-139, 144-145, and 147-149. Simple, 
careful drill on the uses of prepositions is, however, often neglected. 
The memorizing of such "Modismos" as are given on these pages 
is infinitely more valuable than the memorizing of proverbs so 
often recommended. 

As for the questions, one is impressed by their abundance and 
variety; also their sanity. No one type is worked to death. Long, 
hard questions, calling for long, involved answers, are here con- 
spicuous by their absence. 

In the vocabulary, irregular forms of verbs are listed with 
great fulness. In the case of radical changing verbs the indication 
(ie) for convertir and the like seems hardly sufficient. Under such 
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verbs as llegar and tocar such forms as llegui, toqui, toque, might 
well have been indicated. Even if they do not occur in the text, 
they will certainly be wanted in the course of the oral practice. 
An easy way of calling attention to such peculiarities would be 
to indicate after the infinitive the section of the verb appendix 
in which the inflection of the verb is given. 

Since the book is intended for use with young pupils, I may 
be allowed once more to express the opinion, based on an experience 
of many years in teaching young pupils, that the best way of 
teaching the gender of a noun is to place the article before it. 

There is a rather striking misprint — uno for un in line 11 of 
page 58. 

Whether or not this book is easy enough for eighth grade 
pupils, experience alone can show. For those of ninth grade it 
certainly is. It is an excellent and most welcome addition to the 
materials available for use in junior high schools. 



